Hello!

Congratulations on your Yale acceptance!  As you prepare to get rolling on your Yale career, we thought we’d share with you this quick guide.  In it, you’ll find all kinds of information about how undergraduate theater works at Yale and how you can get involved in September.

The theater at scene at Yale is certainly rich and welcoming, but things start moving very earlier in the semester, with many auditions occurring even before classes start.  Therefore, it is helpful to orient yourself to theater at Yale before you arrive.

Enclosed in this email is a list of FAQs for Freshmen about Theater at Yale, as well as a list of 10 Ways You Can Jump into Theater at Yale.

As the network for undergraduate drama at Yale, the Yale Drama Coalition is always available to you as a resource, especially in the dizzying first few weeks of school.  Please don’t hesitate to contact us at ydc123@gmail.com if you have any questions!

Look forward to seeing you on stage, backstage, and in person soon!

Best,

The YDC Board

www.yaledramacoalition.org

FAQs for Freshmen about Theater at Yale

What is the Yale Drama Coalition?

We are the Yale Drama Coalition, an organization for the coordination of undergraduate theater at Yale. The YDC works to improve communication and collaboration within the undergraduate theater community, between extra-curricular theater at Yale and the Theater Studies department, and between the Yale student body and the larger New Haven community. We are here to answer any of your theater-related questions, and to keep you updated on what’s going on around campus with our weekly bulletin and our (newly updated and oh-so-pretty) website. 
Who can do theater at Yale?

Anyone. You do not have to be a theater studies major. Really. Most of the theater happening on campus is extracurricular. And plentiful.

So how does it work?

There are several established theater organizations on campus that act as production houses. These include the Dramat (dramat.org), the oldest and largest undergraduate theater organization at Yale, and the only one with access to resources from the Drama School and the Yale Repertory Theatre; Yale Children’s Theater (yale.edu/yct), which brings theater to children and youth in the New Haven area; Control Group, Yale's experimental theatre troupe; the Heritage Theater Ensemble (yalestation.org/the) and ¡Teatro! de Yale College (teatrodeyale.wordpress.com), two organizations committed to the continuation and evolution of Black and Latin-American theatre at Yale, respectively; and several others. Musical and operatic productions are also common, with the Opera Theater of Yale College, the Yale Gilbert and Sullivan Society, and NuMu (New Musicals at Yale) as some of the major student groups. 
However, most of the shows that go up at Yale (and we’re talking an average of 2 to 5 shows a weekend) go up independently of these organizations. They are usually funded by the seemingly interminable monetary supplies of the Sudler Fund administered by the residential colleges, and are thus known as Sudler shows.  Anyone can apply for Sudler funding, find a cast and crew, and put up a show, which means audition opportunities are everywhere!  However, some Sudler shows are also senior projects for Theater Studies majors; while non-majors are certainly welcome to participate in these productions, some major roles may be pre-cast.
How can you get involved?

The best way to begin navigating the Yale theater scene is to check out our website (www.yaledramacoalition.org) and to sign up for our bulletin by emailing ydc123@gmail.com).  We list all upcoming shows,, as well as our weekly bulletins with a variety of performance and technical opportunities. Plus, you’ll find and the people you’ll want to contact with questions.
Auditions for most of the semester’s shows take place the first week of classes. It’s a bit insane, but completely manageable, we promise. Usually the directors will provide audition sides (short monologues/dialogues from the play), but it’s not a bad idea to have an audition piece or two in mind in case they don’t.   And if you plan on auditioning for musicals or operas, you may want to have a short vocal piece prepared. However, DO NOT stress out if you do not have a prepared audition pieces – directors are usually happy to work something out.  Audition times, locations, and other information are announced in our bulletin and then posted on our website, so check for updates.  
To produce, direct, stage-manage, design, or build you do not need to have any experience, just an interest to learn. Production and technical opportunities abound, and most directors, producers, and designers will be ecstatic to take you on to their team.  The YDC mentorship program (see below) is a great way to learn more about how to pursue these areas of theater at Yale. 

For more specifics on how to get involved, see 10 Ways You Can Jump into Theater at Yale below.

But I still have questions, what can I do?
Hold your horses.  The “Dummies Guide to Theater at Yale” in the Resources section of our website has a lot of more specific information, and if that’s not enough for you, just shoot us an email.
10 Ways to Jump into Theater at Yale

1. Check out our table at the Extra-Curricular Theater Bazaar at Beinecke Plaza (during Camp Yale).  

2. Attend our Season Preview. 
Held in the beginning of every semester, you’ll hear from the representatives from most undergrad theatre organizations, and the producers or directors from most of the semester’s upcoming shows. This is the best way to get the scoop on all upcoming auditions, as well as production and technical opportunities. 
3. Join YDC and Dramat Bulletins

The YDC and Dramat both have weekly bulletin lists.  Although these bulletins often have the same information, it is best to join both lists to get the most up-to-date info about auditions, technical opportunities, and other theater-related news.  To join the YDC bulletin, email ydc123@gmail.com.  To join the Dramat bulletin, email gary.jaffe@yale.edu.
4. Participate in the 24-Hour Theater Festival
Create a play in a day, meet tons of people, and have an obnoxious amount of fun.  We are looking for writers, actors, directors, and designers.  Freshmen are especially encouraged to participate! You’ll hear about this once you’ve signed up for our bulletin.
5. Sign up for our Mentorship programs
E-mail ydc123@gmail.com to get partnered up with an upperclassman with your interests who can help you navigate the theater scene and answer all your questions.  You can also apply for a mentor from the Yale School of Drama in our new program, which is a great opportunity to learn from the experienced and wonderful grad students from one of the best theater schools in the country. 
6. Tech Workshops
Often co-sponsored with the Dramat and the Office of Undergraduate Productions, these workshops will help you get comfortable with the basics of lighting design, sound design, set construction, and other areas of technical theater. They’re a fun supplement to the classes available on campus, and are especially useful when you aren’t a theater major.

7. Come to a YDC Meeting

Our board meetings are always open to the student body, and freshman are especially encouraged to attend!  Meetings are usually Sunday evenings, but contact us at ydc123@gmail.com to get exact times and locations.

8. Check out our website, www.yaledramacoalition.org

Really.  It has all you need to know.  And it’s new, pretty, and blue!


9. Contact producers for technical opportunities!

If you see a show listed on our site that you are interested in becoming involved in, contact the producer.  There’s no need to wait until the semester begins, and any producer would surely be happy to have you on board.

10. Take a Class

It probably goes without saying, that Yale also has a lot to offer academically as well as extra-curricularly to students interested in theater.  Check out the Blue Book to find out about Theater Studies courses, college seminars, and Drama School classes available next semester.

